
City Resolution 11-08 

Page 1 of 2 

 

A RESOLUTIO� TO FORMALLY ADOPT GUIDELI�ES FOR POVERTY 

EXEMPTIO�S FOR PROPERTY TAXES 

 
WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines for poverty exemptions is required of the City 
Council; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the principal residence of persons, who the City Assessor and Board of Review 
determines by reason of poverty to be unable to contribute to the public charge, is eligible for 
exemption in whole or in part from taxation under Public Act 390 of 1994 (MCL 211.7u); 
and, 
WHEREAS, pursuant to PA 360 of 1994, the City of Brown City, Sanilac County adopts the 
following guidelines for the Board of Review to implement.  The guidelines shall include but 
not be limited to the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and all persons residing 
in the household, including any property tax credit returns, filed in the current or immediately 
preceding year; 
 

To be eligible, a person shall do all the following on an annual basis: 
 

1) Be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence the property for which an exemption 
is requested. 

2) File a claim with the City Assessor or Board of Review, accompanied by federal and state 
income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal residence, including any 
property tax credit returns in the immediately preceding year or the current year. 

3) File a claim reporting that the combined assets of all persons do not exceed the current 
guidelines.  Assets include but are not limited to, real estate other than the principal 
residence, personal property, motor vehicles, recreational vehicles and equipment, 
certificates of deposit, savings accounts, checking accounts, stocks, bonds, life insurance, 
retirement funds, et cetera. 

4) Produce a valid driver’s license or other form of identification if requested. 
5) Produce, if requested, a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the 

property for which an exemption is requested. 
6) Meet the federal poverty income guidelines as defined and determine annually by the 

United States Department of Health and Human Services or alternative guidelines 
adopted by the governing body providing that the alternative guidelines do not provide 
eligibility requirements less than the federal guidelines. 

7) The application for an exemption shall be filed after January 1, but one day prior to the 
last day of Board of Review.  The filing of this claim constitutes an appearance before the 
Board of Review for the purpose of preserving the right of appeal to the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal. 
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The following are the federal poverty income guidelines which are updated annually by the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services.  The annual allowable income 
includes income of all persons residing in the principal residence: 
 

�OTE: The poverty guideline figures below are �OT the figures the Census Bureau uses to calculate the 

number of poor persons. 

2011 HHS Poverty Guidelines  

Persons 

in Family 

48 Contiguous 

States and D.C. 

1 $10,890 
  

2  14,710 
  

3  18,530 
  

4  22,350 
  

5  26,170 
  

6  29,990 
  

7  33,810 
  

8  37,630 
  

For each additional 
person, add 

   3,820 
  

SOURCE:  Federal Register, Vol. 76, No. 13, January 20, 2011, pp. 3637-3638  

�OW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Assessor and Board of Review 

shall follow the above stated policy and federal guidelines in granting or denying an 

exemption, unless the City Assessor and Board of Review determines there are 

substantial and compelling reasons why there should be a deviation from the policy and 

federal guidelines and those reasons are communicated in writing to the claimant. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was offered on July 25, 2011, by Councilmember Walters, and seconded by 
Councilmember Jacobson.  There followed a Roll Call Vote with five (5) Councilmembers present: 
 

CM Jacobson-yes, CM Loutzenhiser-yes, CM McIvor-absent, CM Miller-yes, CM Navock-yes, CM 
Walters-yes. 

 
   Yeas: ___  Abstaining:  ___ 
 
   Nays: ___  Absent:        ___ 
 
A QUORUM BEING PRESENT – MOTION DECLARED CARRIED. 
 
I, Kelly J. Pavel, City Clerk of the City of Brown City, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete 
copy of a resolution adopted by the City Council of the government of the City of Brown City, County of 
Sanilac, State of Michigan at a regular meeting held on July 25, 2011, and that said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being 
Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have 
been made available as required by said Act. 
 
      ___________________________________ 
        Kelly J. Pavel 
        City Clerk 
        City of Brown City 
        Sanilac County, Michigan 
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